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THE YOSEMITE BOOK. 


tlxe State Geologist for the purpose of making a detailed geographical 
and geological survey of the High Sierra in that vicinity, a district which 
had been rapidly reconnoitred and roughly mapped by us during the 
season of 1863, enough work having been done at that time to satisfy us 
that its scenery was in the highest degree attractive and that it possessed 
many features which should make it particularly desirable as a resort for 
pleas ui e travellers, in addition to the \ osemite Valley and the Big Trees 
themselves. The party of 1866 consisted of Messrs. King, Gardner, 
Lolander and Brinley, with two men, and was accompanied during a 
part ot the time by the State Geologist. This party continued in the field 
from June to October, exploring and mapping the region about the heads 
ot the Merced, Tuolumne and San Joaquin rivers, or that portion of the 
High Sierra which lies between the parallels of 37° 30' and 38°, and which is 
most easily and naturally accessible by the same approaches which lead 
to the Y osemite V alley. An accurate topographical map of the district 
embraced in these explorations was commenced by Mr. Gardner, in the 
winter of 1866, on a scale of two miles to one inch. To complete the 
surveys necessary for this map, a work requiring more than one season, 
anothei party was organized in 1867, under the direction of Mr. Hoffmann. 
This party continued in the field during the months of August and 
September of that year, and the map was finished and placed in the 
engraver s hands in the spring of 1868, and will be found appended to 
the present volume. It contains the minute details of the topography of 
one of the most elevated and roughest portions of the State, and is believed 
to be the first accurate map of any high mountain region ever prepared 


in the United States. 

Mi. C. L. Watkins, the well-known and skillful photographer, whose 

views of Pacific coast scenery have been highly praised by good judges 
in this country and in Europe, being in the Yosemite Valley at the same 
time with our party, I requested him to take a set of pictures with the 
Dallmeyer lens belonging to the survey, for the purpose of illustrating the 
work then in preparation. He kindly acceded to my request, and of the 
pictures' then taken, twenty-four were selected to accompany the volume 
in question, and are herewith presented, with full confidence that they will 
give satisfaction to those who are themselves unable to visit the scenes 
which they represent ; and that, to those who have had that privilege, they 
will be of the greatest interest as recalling some of the most striking 
points of view in and about the 1 osemite Valley. Our party of 1867 was 
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accompanied by a photographer, Mr. W. Harris, who made a considerable 
number of views at points higher up in the mountains than other artists 
had been ; and especially, at the head of the Tuolumne river, on Mount 
Dana, and in the Hetch-Hetchy Valley. Of these, four were selected for 
publication in this volume (Plates 25-28), as well adapted to give an idea 
of the peculiar features of the high mountain region above the Yosemite.-' 
Besides the surveys and explorations mentioned above as having been 
made under the direction of the State Geologist, by authority of the 
Legislature, for the purpose of preparing a reliable guide-book to the 
Yosemite Valley, a careful survey of the bottom of the "V alley was made 
for the use of the Commissioners and plotted on a scale of ten chains to 
one inch, making a map fifty by thirty inches in size. This map has the 
number of acres of each tract of meadow, timber and fern land designated 
on it. and also the boundaries of the claims of the settlers and a statement 
of the number of acres enclosed and claimed by them. The principal 
grove of trees in the Big Tree grant was also surveyed, each tree of over 
one foot in diameter measured, and the height of a number of them 
accurately determined. As thus measured, the trees were caiefullj 
plotted, so that their exact position, size and relations to each other 

can be seen at a glance. 

From the very limited appropriation of $2,000 made by the Legislature 
of 1865-6 for the purposes of the Commissioners, but little remained after 
paying the salary of the Guardian of the Grove and Valley, Mr. Galen 
Clark ; with what was left, some improvements were made on the trails 
in the Valley, in order to render interesting points more accessible, and 
two bridges were built across the Merced river ; one at the lower end of 
the Valley in order to avoid the delay and expense of the ferry ; the other 
above the Vernal Fall, so that the summit of the Nevada Fall might be 
rendered accessible. Unfortunately, both these bridges were swept 
away by the unprecedentedly high water of the winter of 1867-8, which 
destroyed every bridge on the Merced river. 

At the session of the Legislature of California which commenced in 
December, 1867, the first after the taking possession of the Yosemite 
Valley by the State, the Commissioners presented their report, as required 
by law, in which they stated what they had been able to accomplish 

* As only a small number of prints could be obtained from the photographic artist, the number of copies of the 
illustrated volume, or the present “Yosemite Book,” which could be issued was necessarily limited to 250; another 
edition, without photographs, but with the maps, and intended to serve as a guide-book to the Yosemite Valley and 
its surroundings, will appear shortly after the issuing of this volume. It will be called “ The Yosemite Guide-Book.” 
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